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her. Those straw-coloured women have dreadful tempers.
Do you know, I think I'll dance with you first, Windermere.
[Lord Windermere bites his lip and frowns.] It will make
Lord Augustus so jealous! Lord Augustus! [Lord Augustus
comes down.'] Lord Windermere insists on my dancing with
him first, and, as it's his own house, I can't well refuse.
You know I would much sooner dance with you.

Lord Augustus. [With a low bow.] I wish I could think so,
Mrs. Erlynne.

Mrs. Erlynne. You know it far too well. I can fancy a person
dancing through life with you and finding it charming.

Lord Augustus. [Placing his hand on his wJiite waistcoat.] Oh,
thank you, thank you. You are the most adorable of all
ladies!

Mrs. Erlynne. What a nice speech! So simple and so sincere!
Just the sort of speech I like. Well, you shall hold my
bouquet. [Goes towards ball-room on Lord Windcrniere's arm.]
Ah, Mr. Dumby., how are you? I am sorry I have been out
the last three times you have called. 'Come and lunch
on Friday.

Dumby. [IVith perfect nonchalance] Delighted I

[Lady Plymdale glares with indignation at Mr. Dumby. Lord
Augustus follows Mrs. Erlynne and Lord Windermere
into the ball-room holding bouquet.

Lady Plymdale. [To Mr. Dumby.] What an absolute brute you
are I I never can believe a word you say! Why did you
tell me you didn't know her? What do you mean by calling
on her three times running? You are not to go to lunch
there; of course you understand that?

Dumby. My dear Laura, I wouldn't dream of going!

Lady Plymdale. You haven't told me her name yet! Who is she ?

Dumby. [Coughs slightly and smooths his hair] She's a Mrs.
Erlynne.

Lady Plymdale. That woman 1

Dumby. Yes; that is what every one calls her.

Lady Plymdale. How very interesting i How intensely interest-
ing! I really must have a good stare at her. [Goes to door
of ball-room and looks in] I have heard the most shocking
things about her. They say she is ruining poor Windermere.
And Lady Windermere, who goes in for being so proper,
invites her! How extremely amusing! It takes a thoroughly
good woman to dp a thoroughly stupid thing. You are to
lunch there on Friday!